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1. INTRODUCTION

This document demonstrates how Karndean Knight Tile Rigid Core LVT flooring complies with the requirements of 
Clause E3 Internal Moisture of the New Zealand Building Code (NZBC). It provides information on testing, product 
performance, installation requirements, and supporting standards relevant to E3/AS1 (Amendment 7).

2. NZBC E3 – OVERVIEW OF AMENDMENT 7

Amendment 7 to Acceptable Solution E3/AS1 came into force on 3 November 2021, replacing Amendment 6. 
The amendment includes:

•	 Reclassification of:
•	 Dishwashers and washing machines as sanitary appliances
•	 Basins and sinks as sanitary fixtures

•	 A requirement that flooring surfaces must be impervious and easily cleaned for at least 1.5 metres from all 
sanitary fixtures and appliances.

Impervious is defined as a surface that does not allow the passage of moisture.

E3 applies to all spaces where moisture may accumulate, including kitchens, bathrooms, laundries, powder 
rooms, ensuites, and sculleries.

3. IMPERVIOUS REQUIREMENTS AND VERIFICATION

E3/AS1 provides a functional definition of “impervious” but does not mandate a specific test method for proving 
compliance.

To demonstrate compliance, Karndean Knight Tile Rigid Core LVT flooring has been evaluated using ISO 4760 
(Laminate Flooring – Topical Moisture Resistance Test), that Jacobsen have adopted as suitable for testing other 
plank products such as:

•	 Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT)
•	 Hybrid flooring (Rigid Core LVT)
•	 Laminate flooring
•	 Engineered timber flooring 

Testing was completed by the New Zealand Wool Testing Authority (NZWTA), an IANZ-accredited laboratory. 
ISO 4760 is used as an alternative solution pathway for verifying compliance with NZBC E3.
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